LW

Whatever happened to...

SKOLNICK

A TESTAMENT
T0 PERSEVERANCE

HDW A recent grachente of Mew Yorks pres

tighous New School University, gultarist Alex
Skolnick has spent the beter pan of the pass
decade honing his jaze chops o ragor sharp-
mess, Hut how did this former lbong-halred hard
piac kel g Endn IRSERITING '-II"I'-li'|.lI| l||-"|}|:|l.'l1l L14]
thrash frendserters Testament 1o binzing over
bap standardsT “1m o big Dol mousic, first and
lmremarsl.” Skolnick |"|_||:.||||-. “ | juast renlized thai
oz was where my heart was, and | wanied (o
lesvrm as nnch as Leoaled, 1% heen 10 vears since
I Bl Testarient, and only now does it fee like
ey playing is coming together Tor what | really
want to bee claing.”

Skolmicks Lates) release, Coodiye to Romance
Sreralaarnls for g New Generaiion, drips with both
Lacility and tiste, recalling plckers mnging [rom
Fishiry M Laegiltr amald AL Besela to Pat Martinn
and Ceeorge Bensone Mus, theres an intriging
twist. The entine CL, save bwo Skolndck originals
(“Skol Alues® and “0f®), revelves amound da-
miniie reworkings of “Tos and "80s meial tunes,
Including inventive jaze trio arrongements of
-\.|'|I|:,:I«.|:h"| berrols Bosck O™ amad * Var "= = A
it actuakly works! “The mesponse has been over-
whelming ™ Skelnick says, “Piegple in the jaze
world who are clivset metalheads are coming ol
I'm hearing: from heavv-mietal Bns who never
likesd joe bsefonres thind they can actumlly relae o
Phie Tevrrmes o thvis pwsie, Thaey oo startingg tooapen
1t jarz beecinesa of 1. That is such n great feel
ings” The Alex Skolidck Trio will Be micintaknbng a
baasy national goecring schaedude this fall and win
tei, Uheck alevadoddioed. comm Bap il latest dilo

TH EH Frusirated by a lack of like-mindsad—

bt abtine technleally corpatible—muslcians in his
poer grup, Skolnick set his sights on jolning an
estaldished band at the tender age of 16, On a tip
from o romdie Trleml, the Randy Pssads-inagpdned
nnr-slingper sooped on poditon with tsrash-metal
mavens Testament. “To be honest, | wasn't tle
hkppesst thrmsh fan; | was comibng from a slighcky did-
ferent place. D asked my beaches, whioat the time was
lose Satrianl, aasd he sabd, 'Go for e Mayvbe some-
thivgg willl coerie ot o it 1 nothing edses, it e expse-
rience”” Skodnlck landed the gl and hin dhe poad
with biks mew bandmates, = Togo froam plaving bnilee
garage o plaving on stage really paskhes you, As
soeiiny @s we sbartedd pliying bve, amd | heand gagee
recasiidivigs of mysell D wais wtierly bhomified! | stan.
el practicing o meoee | Gaaghed,” Farthe nex thies
years, Skolnkck shredded onsiage ol weadshed

vhieel ollstage. all the whide gaining a considerable
repaitation For his awe-Bupdriing rock chops. Then

ké1t's been 10 years since | left Testament, and
only now does it feel like my playing is coming
together for what | really want to be doing.??

thier jazzs bug bt him sapearely g the wraee, ©|
was 19, recording the secomd Testarment
recoircl, whien s Miles Disas on TV That
change] sveryiluing.” I the ensuing v,
though he enjpoyed his commitment i
Testmmeent, o beecime clear that Skalnsick
and the bl were going in two diflerent

directions, ol hee beft in 1992, " Everything
hagepsens for a reason. It was a g ue sito

atidin Foer i growp like that g0 have a gedtanisg
likoer rrvs. Acd 1 eally Bed pecl i et ooy play

ing wgether. | thimk one of the reass Dm
b B cley whial Uiy adoingy mamw g5 D
o thad exgsericnoe,” —={BALL TUIRENIN




